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Cyrtograptus centrifugus Biozone

The Cyrtograptus centrifugus Biozone was first identified in Britain in the Howgill Fells, northern England (Rickards, 1967). Rickards (1967, 1976) described an assemblage containing C. centrifugus, monoclimacids and monograptids. The base of this biozone has long been equated with the base of the Wenlock Series in the UK, although more recent micropalaeontological evaluation at Hughley Brook suggests that this level actually equates to a horizon within the upper centrifugus or succeeding murchisoni graptolite Biozone (Mullins & Aldridge, 2004). The incoming of the zone fossil defines the biozonal base, although several other species also appear for the first time (Rickards, 1976; Loydell & Cave, 1996; Davies et al. 1997; Zalasiewicz & Williams, 1999). These include Mediograptus danbyi, Med. cautleyensis, Monograptus simulatus and Monoclimacis? sp. 1 (sensu Zalasiewicz & Williams, 1999) (Fig. 17). Mediograptus inconspicuous and questionably Mediograptus flexuosus appear in the middle to upper part of the biozone. These are accompanied by relatively long-lived taxa ranging from previous zones (Loydell & Cave, 1996; Zalasiewicz & Williams, 1999; Davies et al. 1997).
