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Monograptus firmus Biozone
The rapid decline in diversity in the upper part of the murchisoni Biozone, coupled with the incoming of M. firmus in the Banwy River section, central Wales, resulted in Loydell & Cave (1996) establishing the firmus Biozone in Britain for the first time. Approximately seven species, most of which have long biostratigraphical ranges, are found at this level; these include Monograptus priodon, Monoclimacis vomerina and possibly M. basilica (Fig. 17). Loydell & Cave (1996) identified the long-ranging Pristiograptus dubius as appearing in the biozone. Zalasiewicz & Williams (1999) reported the appearance of M. firmus s.l. from strata which they assigned to the upper part of the murchisoni Biozone at Builth Wells in Wales, but  they did not recognize a discrete firmus Biozone.
